Digitization of maps:

Remediation and/or translation

According to the tradition, the library is a place where books, newspapers, CD's, movies and in some cases maps are being stored. Librarianship should bee observant to the fact that they are standing in front of big challenge in today's information age, when we question the role of the library in the new digital world that surrounds us.

The librarians too often organize, guard, watch theirs collections and borrow out documents, without being too dedicated to the conveyance of the information those documents contain. Here, I am especially thinking of old maps, as a type of document that has been neglected.

The conveyance of old maps by means of the Internet is a popular method. On the net one can find several homepages with an overview of these. Map collections on the net become a more and more significant instrument for the library in order to convey the information.

A few examples indicate that there is an attempt to make maps more available to the public, by means of scanning and publication on the internet as pictures. But the main point is that the libraries first and foremost spend the money on obtaining maps, and then put these in a drawer in the library.

I am dedicated to the idea of a digital, virtual library existing beside the traditional; accordingly, I am very absorbed in the digitization of all analogue media like paper documents, pictures, sounds, movies etc. Therefore, I would like to make an attempt to describe how and with which method digitization of old maps can possibly be done.

It is difficult to say if anything can be done with the general attitude in order to revaluate the role of the library. When we refer to maps, the most fortunate would be that the information they contain should be transmitted to digital media and published on the internet, to make it more available to the public. In my opinion this is possible to achieve when we bring the information from maps into databases, thus the maps are not only shown like images in web browsers.

Here, the word digitization means transfer of information from one medium to another, in this case from paper to a digital file. I will examine closely how this process can be accomplished in the best way possible, without impairing the authenticity of the map and excluding vital information from the map. Further I will examine if this transfer of information can be understood as a remediation and/or a translation of the map.

