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Until the ability to tabulate punch cards in the late 19th Century, the document was the primary representation of human communication. It remains, however, only a representation of a specific utterance. Having changed narrativity, the Internet has also changed the idea of a document to a mere symbolic representation of what once was a physical thing. The best exemplar of this transformation is the dynamic web page using a Java-server page (or active-server page) and web services, but personalized for you. What you see may exist only on your screen for an instant. The web page is not a document, but an experience. 

This presentation will explore the technical complexities of the symbolic document, as well as methods for managing the “document” for future reference.

